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Branch) on tho attached copy of " The PEOPLE's 
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TRIMINE" dated sovember 1,1934,7 tave to state that Y.A. Yahon- 


_toff,author of the hook, reference to which is made in the urticle 


_entitlea " Fiction Ahout Sommnism" appearing in the above mention- 


wG@ omblication, forms the subsect of file D-5390 in connection _ 
pes OS gO Ns 3 SEU Os Foe. SOOr 


with his pro=joviet leanings. 


fhe book in qrestion entitled "The Chinese Soviets" 


4680 Male at the Casco Anériean Pihlishing Co.ta 3 Nunking img Road, 


where another boox by the Sane author entitled " Russia and the 


Soviet Union in the Far Fast", is 2lso available, 
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Date November <1, ;, 33 


Subject (in full) Departure of V.A, Yakhontoff, Alleged Soviet Agent. 


Made by DS. Prokofiev == Forwurded by ZUM. Dt 


VsAe Yakhontoff,who forms the subject of file D,5390, 


left Shanghai for Seattle on Octcber 31,1933 by the s.s."President 


Jefferson", 


_ DS. 
_ Officer 1/e Special Branch. _ ae : 


mites ents 


Pm. 2° a 
Sie File No... 0... 
Oe say SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL ,POLICE. 
: Special Branch S.2.4/¥V/ph 
REPORT ‘ 
so Date_Qctober 31, 7933. 
Subject (in full)... We de Yakhontoff, alleged Soviet agents... 


Made by... DeSe Prokofiev _ lorwarded by 


_________sWith reference to the attached translation of article from 
“Mainichi” dated October 28, 1933, ‘on the j 


named "Yapon Koff," who is alleged to be a Soviet agent, I have 
: to state that the article evidently refers to VsAsYakhontoff who | 
__ arrived in Shanhai from Harbin on September 27, 1933, He stayed 
_.at_the Astor House until October 19 when he left for Japan by the 
_-BeSe “Nagasaki Maru." On October 24 he returned in the ss. 
.~Asama Maru" and is at present residing at the Astor House, Room 


Fe ie ee 


chee Particulars of this individual, as known to this office, 


_are_as follows %t- , 


_._._ __Wictor Alexeevitch Yakhontoff, Russian, 52 years of age, _ 
_native of Warsaw. He holds passport No,.4967 issue ee 


German Consulate-General at New York on June 5, 1933 which bears 
_& visa issued by the Chine se ConsulatesGeneral at that city on 
June 28, 193 —in_explanation of his national status he stated 


that he Was a former Russian, and that he was very soon to become - 
first paperse He gave his address ag Nos552 2 veraide Drive, ‘ 
New York, and hie profession as that of ‘a “lecturer dnd writer” 


_on foreign affairs,". Purther he stated that ‘the object in his _ 
coming to Shanghai was "to see several members of _the China : 
Institute. gific Relations” tioned Messra, L.T. Chen 


and Liu Yu Wan of the said Institute as references, = 
Following Yakhontoff's return from Japan on October 24, 


Tumours spread 


hai Q ne 


permission to land in Japan on the ground that he was a Soviet 


wan oS 
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agente The rumours culminated in the publishing b ks 
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ner eareacs: 


on October 28, of the article above referred to, The article was 
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lowed by Yakhontoff'a letter to the Rditor. of the "China Press 
which appeared _ on October 29 — attaohed). — it toa 
a - During the early part of/Surrent fonth a lengthy article tx 
which had appeared in the “Harbin Times,*® a Japanese semi~official 
newspaper published in the Russian lancuage in Harbin, was. 
-reprinted by the local Russian newspaper "Slovo," It annearg __ : 
from the article that Yakh ontoff arrived at the Manchuli Station 

fram the U.S.S.R. on. September 17, An examination of his lugcage- 


by the customs and police -officers _Yreyealed a quantity of Soviet _ 
publications which were banned in Manchukuo, The literature was 


confiscated The fact that Yakhontoff, formerly a‘general in the_ 
Russian Army, had_travelled unmolested through the 1.8.8.R. ona 
passport issued by the German Consulate a ae 
commented upon, In cane alate aaah 


Socialist Revolutionary Party, Under Kerensky's regime he made 
& rapid career and was promoted to. the rank of general. Following 


_| the Bolshevist revolution in October 1917 he was’ taken prisoner :_ 


by _ths Red Army, but managed _to escape death, and with the  ._.»__ 
eatedeaton of the Soviet government left the U.S.S.R. for America _ 
via Vladivostock, While in America he xesided in New York where 


ttitude ow. t : Z 


ainst the ve 8.S.R. at that time. Prom America he visited 


rlin on several occasions wher re_he was in tough with certain 
circles connected with Moscow. In Berlin he was involved in an s 


it _is mentioned that Yakhontof ff took part in the preparation of tha 
revolution in Russia in February 1917, on instructiomwof certain _ 
American circles, and that for this purpose he joined the Russian _ 
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ure affair in connection with Soviet counterfeit banknotes, 
&S_a result of which he had to leave Germany. He returned to __ 


foreign affairs, a lecturer in colleges and a collaborator of the | 
Political Research Institute in New York, His books, ostensibly 
-of-non-communist nature, contained a subtle propaganda of Soviét 
ideas, The popularization of the Soviet Five Years Plan in the 
American business _circles was one of the services he rendered to 

the UseSeS.Re _ iis heh dl ie tte Nee gia Hocupieneciens 
_cauntry, eulogising, under the mask of impartiality, the much 
discussed "achievements" of the Soviet Government in the UeSeSeRe 
The fact that a "Tsarist general" pr&@fmsed the Soviet regime - — 
Strongly impressed the American society and facilitated the  __ 
_propaganda conducted by the Soviet Trade Mission in 1950-1 Sle 

The naive Americans did not know tha: be daha fox hie duane aod. 


representative in America, with whom he was_ connectede In this 


pro-Soviet group in America, which includes Senator Bora, Abel- 


Jenkins and others %the motivity of which is dixected tovarda tha 
Support of the U.S,S.Re ‘Yakhontoff claims to hava-been charged _ 
by_a caxtadn publishing company with the task of collecting  —s__ 
materials relating to the Soviet movement in China, It would __ 


be logical for_him to go to China in ‘order to accomplish his 
task, . Instead he went to the U.3.S.R. where he remained for some 


Soviet publications, It is said that in M W, apart from 
————_ 4 eeeeonee OY SS Said that in Me tw, apart from 
aie ma terials nalating tothe Soviet movement in Ghinay 


America and soon became known there as the author of books on 


lectures Yaxhontoff received direct from Skvirsiky, Soviet 
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addition to, his duties in-America, _—s_—| 


montoff's letter to the Bditor of the "China Press, —— 
&part from allegations regarding the inquidSitiveness of the _—* 


Japanese police and their "White Russian collaborators" “which, _ 
-may_or may not be true,contains corroboration of the above report... 
-of the "Harbin Times" regarding his revolutionary career and the _ 
-circumstances under which he arrived at the Manchuli Station. At 
-the same time Bt does not explain the circumstances under which he 
left Russia f ollowing the Bolshevist revolutiony and how it was 


possible for a former gcneral of the Russian army, who is an __ 


but t6_be allowed to conduct a party of English and American a 
tourists in that country. It would. seem that the Soviet  —-_ 
government has a cert —— 


that, therefore, the Japanese police had good reasons for their 


distrust towards this individual, 


| 
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According to our information Yakhontoff_ 
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THE 


CHINA PRESS, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1933 


« JAPANESE’ INQUISITION 


Editor, THe Cutna Press 


pussporis no Japanese visa is required). 


Dear Sir:—May I ask you kindly to! But*this was not the point: there wus 


give space in your paper for the follow- 
ing: 
Today 


I Yearne: through several | 


something else they wanted to find out; 
they undoubtedly came to examine me, 
not the passengers in general. Of 


parties, “(including some mysterious voice|course they knew who I was, what was 
over the telephone, advising me to write |my attitude towards the Japanese aggre: - 


this) that in one of the 1 2 


papers appeared a pote to the effect that 
former Russian general, VA. ycokhontofr 
Wi 


iS Insinuation, but even without it 
there ts ample reason to protest and 
apply to the public opinion about the 


scart, of certain Japanese and their 


hirelings. as one can 
following: 

The undersigned. formerly a genernl 
{in the Russian army, Military Attache 
‘at the Imperial Russian Embassy at 
| Tokyo, and then Assistant Secretary. of 
Wer in*the Kerensky Cabinet. now for 
more than 15 years is Hvink in the 
| U.S.A... where he is lecturing on the 
Far East, and writing. His latest book 
“Russia and the Sovict Union in the Far 
East" published in New York and in 
London, was almost with no exception. 
proclaimed as very fair and impartial 
expose of a rather involved topic. 

Last July I sailed from New York 
)with & group of Americans’ via England 
jto the USS.R.. and conducted that 
tour in order to pay My way to 
Mcscow, where I wanted to gather 
material for the new.book, which I am 
commissioned to write by my publishers, 
namely on the Soviet movement in 
Chin: From oscow I went by 
Trans-Siberian to the Orient to continue 


see from tha 


accumulation of the material require: 
for that book. 
On my arrival ts Manchuli my 


baggage was examined with an unusual 
severity (by the Russians employed at 
‘that custom-house), who, apparently dis- 
approved my going to U.S.SR.) and the 
books printed in USSR. and all on 
- Communism Sovietism and related sub- 
languages, 
were declared confiscated as “not allowed 
| for import to Manchukuo,” in spite of 
my request to send them “in. bond” 
directly to Peiping for I did not intend 
bo stay in Manchukuo at ail. Fortunately 
I had with me a letter from the Japanese 
;Consul-General at New York to the all- 
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sion in China, as expressed in my 
lectures all over the U.8.A.. but ap- 
parently, they were informed by thei: 

ite-Russian ¢ a ~"be- 
c visite: m a 
Soviet agent: there are people who ex- 
plain everything in terms of cold! Any- 
how the rest of the voyage was a real 
inquisition: I was asked all sort of 
questuons, mostly irrelevant, and advised 
that “it would be much bettcr if I would 
join the White movement!" The agent 
also mads me understand that, being a 
“man without a country,” I was at the 
mercy of the Japanese police! Quite 
cheering! Knowing what is the Japaneve 
respect to the International law. one 
could expect anything. 

On the arrival to Kobe I was, ad- 
vised that tiie authorities, there consides- 
ed that I could proceed to Yokohama, 
but they wanted ‘confirmation of that h7 
still higher authorities. In about two 
hours I was informed that I can land 
and go by rail to Yokohama. Now was 
my turn to ask* for documentation. 
No, they were not able to glve me any 
raner, this being*not customary. Then, 
JI said, I cannot land for who can gua.- 
antee that I will have no more retur- 
rences of the experience I underwent 
while on the boat, and which was on 
the border of torture, very polite, of 
course, but irritating and annoying ‘+o 
the limit.- 

Besides, the agent of the N.Y.K. 
Line, who came to meet me, . declared 
that all of my baggage had to be. ex- 
amined, which was a t 
r . 
induced _m: 


red-ta: of Japan, and they succeeded 
in it by including my transportation by 
rail and hotel expenses, while waiting 
the boat for America, in the price of the 
ticket, and expressly undertaking ‘to send 
my heavy baggage “in bond’’ directly''to 
that boat at Yokohame. Considering 
that the change was due to the “curio- 
sity” of the police, and prefetring not 
to repeat the experience of Manchuli, 1 
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‘ : Mews trope Irwnlghting 1 Welrbnw 2. OP 
st GE _RUSSI RETURNS TO SHANGHAT 


A Russian named,Ygpon Koff 452, 
who was a cavalry officer in the time of Bnesien Empire, 
came to Shanghai sone time ago and wes collecting seoret 
informations by employing a number of inforaerse He 
stayed at the Astor Housee & few diys ego he suddently 
left for Japane He is of Russian origin and @ 
natuvalized German. He is in possession of a,German - 
passport issued two years ago but the passport has now 
expirede 
: Suspicion was aroused owing to 

his strange activities when staying at the astor House 
and the Japanese Consplar authorities sent & telegram to 
the Kobe Water Police instructing them to make @n inves- 
tigation. Acting upon these instructions, the Kobe Water 

olice made a search of articles belonging to him and 
“ound a quantity of inf tory documents. Consequently 
ac was not pemnitted to disembark. He returned to 
shanghai on October 24 by the 8-9. Asama Marue He * 
is reported to be a comnunist. 
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7 ’ 29. 
October 28, 1933. uornipe-trdfereth Gas. 2° | 
MISCELLANEOUS’ - ‘ 
MAINICHI 
STRANGE RUSSIAN RETURNS TO SHANGHAI 


. A Russian named eae ees a ee who was 
@ cavalry officer in the time of the Russian Empire, came 
to Shanghai some time ago and was aolleoten: secret infor- 
mation by employing a number of informers. He stayed at 
ra the Astor House. A few days ago he suddenly left for 
he Japan, He is of Russian origin and a naturalized German. 
He is in possession of a German passport issued two years 
ete but the passport has now expired. 

Suspicion was aroused owing to his strange 
activities when staying at the Astor House and.the Japan- 
ese Consular authprities sent a telegram to the Kobe 
Water Police instructing them to make an investigation. 
Acting upon these instructions, the Kobe Water Police 
made a’ search of articles belonging to him and found a « 
quantity of inflammatory documents. Consequently he 
was not permitted to disembark. He returned to Shanghai 


on October 24 by the S.S. Asama Maru. He is reported to 


> 


be a communist. ‘ 
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YAKHONTOFF, Victor Micnesien ’ | 


Author of "The Chinese Sovji age ene | | 
Address: No. 552 Riverside Drive, New York. Dm & 
Came to Shanghai "to see several members of the China 


Institute of Pacific Relations" wei’ a) a 

as collaborator of the Political Research Institute in New York. 

Aided Soviet Trade Mission in 1930-1931. SMP: No. D 5390 
7 Nov. 1934 

SKVIRSKY 


Soviet representative in America. 


KOFF, Yapon - Soviet 


